Q&A: What's that '""dog vomit' growing in my mulch?

By Kathy Van Mullekom
Daily Press

June 15, 2006

Q. We have some ugly yellow fungus growing on trees and shrubs, maybe |

coming from the hardwood mulch we put down this spring. What can we
do to make it go away permanently? I sprayed it with a mixture of liquid
soap and chlorox and it goes away for a day or so and cormes back growing
up the bark of the pine tree.

- Scott, Newport News
A. Scott, you have a mulch fungus called serpentine slime mold, which
frequently develops on shredded hardwood mulch. A lot of people describe

it as looking like "dog vomit."

This slime mold is a naturally occurring organism because it feeds on
decomposing bark on downed trees and other organic matter.
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It's not harmful to plants, just an unpleasant looking glob. It eventually dries into a mass-like powder. Resist the urge to
blast it with water or yank it away because it will release thousands of fungal spores into the air. Those spores will settle

somewhere and potentially develop.

Instead, you can turn the mulch over so you don't have to look at it. Do so carefully.

Or, scoop the fungus with a pitchfork or shovel, put it in a plastic bag and discard in your trashcan for disposal. There is
no good reason to use any chemical fungicide on the organism. In reality, these organisms are good because they break
down stuff in a healthy way, sort of like earthworms. When weather conditions are right, the fungus will stop growing.

To remove the fungus from plant trunks, use a soft bristle brush and lukewarm soapy water to wash it off.

Also, using alternative mulches such as pine needles, tree chippings and pine bark will reduce its likelihood.

Copyright © 2008, Newport News, Va., Daily Press




Time for Slime Mold Invasion of Landscape Beds

Mississippi State University Extension Service

Coordmated Access to the Research and Extension System
Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station

Plant Pathology Infobytes

May 21, 1998
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Hardwood mulch makes a great addition to landscape beds. This material adds a "finished" look to the
landscape, helps conserve moisture, and reduces weed and grass growth. While hardwood mulch is popular
with home landscapers, beds which have been recently dressed with this type muich are favorite invasion
areas for stime molds.

Just what is a slime mold? These harmless creatures are members of the plant kingdom and are closely
related to fungi. When slime molds invade landscape beds, they typically form layers of spongy, slightly
raised growth on the surface of the mulch. These creatures of the plant world often present a striking
appearance, since they produce an amazing variety of colors ranging from light pink, brown, bright yellow,
and other colors.

Slime molds never fail to attract the attention of home landscapers who aren't sure of the identity of these
creatures. Slime molds seemingly show up overnight and often grow from a circular area of several inches in
diameter to patches several feet across within a few days.

Although slime molds may present an alarming appearance, it should be noted they grow externally on the
surfaces of leaves and stems without parasitizing plants. So don't become alarmed if slime molds appear in
your landscape planting.

Slime molds normally live on or close to the soil surface where they feed on decaying organic matter,
bacteria, and other microbes. They move about in 2 manner more closely akin to animal than plant life,
creeping along by forming finger-like projections. These projections pull the body of the slime mold across
the soil surface.

When the slime mold is ready to reproduce, it “crawls" up on raised areas of hardwood mulch, lower stems
and foliage of tandscape plants, or even garden hoses. From these locations, the slime mold releases
millions of dusty-gray spores. Spores are tiny "seeds" which will insure future generations of slime molds.
The only purpose for a slime mold seeking a higher spot is to insure distribution of spores over a further
distance than it would be possible from the soil surface.

Since slime molds don't feed on living plants, control measures aren't necessary. However, if they become
too numerous and unsightly, break up the spore masses by raking, brushing, or hosing down with water.
Fungicide sprays as a means of slime mold control are not recommended.

If you need further information, please feel free to give us a call at the County Extension Office.
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